Top One Tour Operator

Vietnam

13 DAY TOUR FROM HANOI TO HO CHI MINH CITY

1
HANOI, VIETNAM
Welcome to Vietnam's capital city. Hotel rooms are available for a mid-afternoon check-in.

2

HANOI

Today's included sightseeing tour takes you to many of the city’s highlights, including the Temple of
Literature, a peaceful series of walled courtyards and gateways, and One Pillar Pagoda, designed to resemble
a lotus blossom. You will also see Ho Chi Minh's stilt house, Hoan Kiem Lake, and the fascinating network of
alleyways and shop houses that make up the Old Quarter. Enjoy lunch at Koto, a non-profit restaurant and
hospitality program created to teach local children restaurant skills for stable employment opportunities. This
evening, you may choose to join an optional performance of Hanoi's famed water puppets.

Breakfast

Lunch

While we include select excursions on your trip, you may wish to explore other options to enhance your free
time. Below is a selection of excursions that may be available for purchase on your tour.

Water Puppet Show and Dinner
Vietnamese water puppet show followed by dinner at a local restaurant.

3

HANOI-HA LONG BAY

Drive to Ha Long Bay, one of Vietnam’s most scenic destinations, and board your afternoon cruise through
the stunning bay. Enjoy lunch on board as you sail through the dramatic limestone islands, then explore the
Sung Sot (Surprising Cave) and visit Titov Island.

Breakfast

Lunch

4

HA LONG BAY-NINH BINH

Drive to Ninh Binh, often referred to as Ha Long Bay on land. This afternoon, visit Trang An Landscape
Complex, a UNESCO World Heritage Site for a cruise through the stunning scenery of rugged peaks and
valleys lined with rice fields. You'll also visit Hoa Lu, the first capital of Vietnam dating back to the 10th
century. Continue to your resort.

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

5

NINH BINH

Start your day with a visit to the Bai Dinh Temple complex to see the towering 13-floor pagoda and 30-foot-
high bronze Buddha statue. Then, visit Bich Dong Pagoda, a three-tiered ancient pagoda nestled into a
mountainside along with a cluster of cave temples. Lastly, travel to Mua Cave viewpoint and marvel at the
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Top One Tour Operator

stunning vistas of this breathtaking area. Save your energy as there are approximately 500 steps to the top!
Enjoy some time at leisure this afternoon.

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

6

NINH BINH-HOI AN

Drive to Hanoi and board a flight to Danang on Vietnam'’s central coast. On arrival, transfer to nearby Hoi An,
Vietnam's active trading center. The well-preserved architecture here reflects the influence of Chinese,
Japanese, Portuguese, French, and British traders.

Breakfast

7

HOI AN

Start today with a walking tour of Hoi An Ancient Town including an old merchant house, the Hoi An
Museum, a Chinese assembly Hall, and the Japanese Covered Bridge. For lunch, sample Cao Lao noodles, Hoi
An’s most famous dish. The smoked, chewy noodles have a distinctive taste and are unique to Hoi An.
Afterwards, take a cruise on the Thu Bon River, passing unspoiled countryside before visiting with a local
farmer to learn about life on the river. The remainder of the day is at your leisure.

Breakfast

Lunch

8

HOI AN

Enjoy a full day to explore on your own. Perhaps spend it at the beach, take an excursion to My Son, or
explore pottery and wood carving villages.

Breakfast

While we include select excursions on your trip, you may wish to explore other options to enhance your free
time. Below is a selection of excursions that may be available for purchase on your tour.

My Son Half Day Tour

My Son Hindu Sanctuary, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is a great sample of the ancient Champa civilization
located in the southern part of Vietnam. It was an independent state from around the 2nd to the 17th
century, at which time it was occupied by Vietnam. Wander around the impressive Hindu-themed ruins which
feature many beautiful stone sculptures, temples and towers in tropical jungle surroundings.

9

HOI AN-HUE

Visit the Cham Museum, then continue through the spectacular Hai Van Pass (weather permitting) to Hue.
After lunch, get a glimpse of Vietnam's unique past when you visit the tombs of the Nguyen Emperors: the
Khai Dinh Mausoleum and the Royal Tomb of Tu Duc.

Breakfast

Lunch
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10

HUE-HO CHI MINH CITY

Begin today with a visit to the Imperial Citadel and Thien Mu Pagoda, the unofficial symbol of the city. The
Thien Mu Pagoda has seven tiers, each dedicated to a step assumed by Buddha to reach enlightenment.
Later, fly to Ho Chi Minh City.

Breakfast

11

HO CHI MINH CITY

Today explore Vietnam'’s largest and most vibrant city. Your walking tour takes you along Dong Khoi Street
(formerly Rue Catinat) past the Rex Hotel, Ho Chi Minh Square, the Municipal Theatre, Central Post Office,
and Notre Dame Cathedral. Next, visit the War Remnants Museum, followed by Ben Thanh Market, the
largest and oldest in the city. The remainder of the day is at your leisure.

Breakfast

12

HO CHI MINH CITY. CU CHI TUNNELS EXCURSION

Today, visit the Cu Chi tunnels, an extraordinary network of tunnels more than 120 miles long used by the
Viet Cong as a hideout and secret village during the war. See secret trapdoors, underground kitchens, living
areas, and meeting rooms. If you are feeling adventurous, you may enter and explore the deep, narrow
tunnels. This evening, join your travel companions for a farewell dinner in a local restaurant.

Breakfast

Dinner

13

HO CHI MINH CITY

Your tour ends with breakfast this morning.
Breakfast
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Thailand

12 DAY TOUR FROM BANGKOK TO BANGKOK

1
BANGKOK, THAILAND
Welcome to Thailand's capital city. Hotel rooms are available for mid-afternoon check-in.

2

BANGKOK

Bangkok is an exhilarating blend of historic and religious monuments, chic modernity, exciting shopping, and
friendly culture. An exciting day of sightseeing is ahead. Take in the city's principal landmarks such as the
splendid Temple of the Golden Buddha and the spectacular Temple of the Reclining Buddha, the oldest and
largest Buddhist temple in Bangkok. You will also visit the gleaming Grand Palace, Thailand’'s most sacred
monument, and the spectacular Temple of the Emerald Buddha.

Breakfast

Lunch

3

BANGKOK

Today is yours to explore Bangkok at leisure. You may opt to join an optional excursion to the ancient capital
of Ayutthaya or cruise on the Chao Praya River. Or, stimulate your senses and try local cuisine made with
fresh Thai herbs, selecting sweet, rich, or spicy sauces to please your palate at the outdoor food markets and
quaint local cafes.

Breakfast

While we include select excursions on your trip, you may wish to explore other options to enhance your free
time. Below is a selection of excursions that may be available for purchase on your tour.

Jim Thompson's House & Legacy
If you love art, antiques, and fantastic architecture - as well as a good mystery - then our excursion to the Jim
Thompson House & Museum is a must.

4
BANGKOK-SUKHOTHAI

Enjoy a bit of time at leisure this morning then fly to Sukhothai, Thailand’s 13th-century former capital. Enjoy
dinner at your resort.

Breakfast

5

SUKHOTHAI

Today, visit Sukhothai Historic Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Explore the temples and monasteries,
including Wat Si Chum with its stunning seated Buddha. The afternoon is yours to relax or further explore the
park. Lunch and dinner are served at your resort.

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner
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6

SUKOTHAI-CHIANG MAI

Today, drive to Chiang Mai. This evening, join your Tour Director for a tuk-tuk ride and orientation walk
through the lively night market.

Breakfast

7

CHIANG MAI

This morning, visit the revered Buddha statue at Wat Phra Singh and Wat Doi Suthep, a temple tucked away
in the mountains. For the final ascent to the temple, you can take a tram car or walk up the Naga (dragon-
headed serpent) staircase, with more than 300 steps. The afternoon is free for you to enjoy this dynamic city.
Breakfast

8

CHIANG MAI-ELEPHANT SANCTUARY-BAN THATON

This morning, travel out of the city to visit Elephant Nature Park, established in the 1990’s to provide a
sanctuary for rescued and orphaned elephants. You will hear the personal stories of the elephants and see
how they became a proud herd and free from abuse for the first time in their lives. Walk with staff and the
elephants (no riding) and watch them bathe and play in the river. After lunch at the sanctuary, continue to
Chiang Dao Cave, the most famous cave system in Thailand. Explore this beautiful cave system filled with
stalagmites and stalctites that continues for miles below the surface. Lastly, make your way to your resort in
the hills of Ban Thaton.

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

9

BAN THATON-DOI MAI SALONG-CHIANG RAI

Enjoy breathtaking vistas as you journey to Doi Mae Salong where you'll visit a green-tea plantation. Next,
visit several fascinating hill tribes including the Yao, Lisu, and Akha, known for gorgeous headdresses
decorated with silver coins. This fascinating cultural excursion enables you to interact with the locals and
experience their daily lives and be taught their rich heritage and history. Continue to Chiang Rai.

Breakfast

Lunch

10

CHIANG RAI-GOLDEN TRIANGLE EXCURSION

Drive to Mae Sai, Thailand's northernmost town to visit the Hall of Opium, built to educate people on the
5,000-year history of opium and help combat illegal drugs. Stop at the Golden Triangle view point, where the
borders of Thailand, Myanmar, and Laos meet. Here you'll take a boat ride on the Mekong River to enjoy
spectacular views of the Laos countryside and river life along both sides of the riverbanks. After lunch, return
to Chiang Rai and enjoy some time at leisure.

Breakfast

Lunch
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11

CHIANG RAI-BANGKOK

Fly to Bangkok and transfer to your hotel near the international airport. Prepare for departure tomorrow or
journey into the city for independent exploration.

Breakfast

12

BANGKOK

Your tour ends with breakfast this morning.
Breakfast

Classic Japan:

12 DAY TOUR FROM TOKYO TO OSAKA

1
TOKYO, JAPAN
Welcome to Japan's capital city. Hotel rooms are available for mid-afternoon check-in.

2

TOKYO

Meet your Tour Director and travel companions prior to morning sightseeing in Tokyo. Your tour starts with a
visit to Meiji Shrine, a magnificent 20th-century Shinto monument set in a man-made forest. Next, visit
Shinjuku Gyoen Garden. Originally dating from the early 1600s, the garden was destroyed in World War Il
and reopened in 1949 as a public park, home to one thousand cherry blossom trees. Today, it remains an
immensely popular stop for locals and visitors alike. Last stop is the vibrant Asakusa Kannon Temple and the
bustling Nakamise shopping arcade. The balance of the afternoon is at leisure.

Breakfast

Lunch

3

TOKYO

Enjoy the day at your leisure to explore this sprawling metropolis.
Breakfast

4

TOKYO-MOUNT FUJI AREA

This morning, leave Tokyo and head south along the coast to the beautiful Five Lakes region. Take a cable-
car ride (weather permitting) for panoramic views of Lake Kawaguchi and spectacular Mount Fuji, or Fujisan
as the locals call it, Japan's highest mountain. You'll also visit Chureito Pagoda for a chance to snap your own
iconic image of the pagoda with Fujisan in the background!

Breakfast

Lunch
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5

MOUNT FUJI AREA-OSAKA

This morning, board Japan’'s famous bullet train for Osaka. Upon arrival, a traditional lunch is served.
Experience the city's legendary dish, okonomiyaki, a delicious Japanese-style pancake. Then, join your Tour
Director for a walking tour in Minami. Made up of Shinsaibashi, Namba, and Dotonbori, this area is home to
great dining and nightlife and some of the city’s most fashionable shops and department stores.

Breakfast

Lunch

6

OSAKA

Your sightseeing tour starts at the Open-Air Museum of Old Japanese Farm Houses, where traditional
thatched-roof farm houses dating from the Edo period have been restored. Be transported back in time as
you explore the old architecture. Visit Osaka Castle then enjoy the afternoon and evening at leisure. Perhaps
return to Dotonbori this evening to sample local cuisine and see the sparkling neon lights.

Breakfast

7

OSAKA-OKAYAMA-KURASHIKI-HIROSHIMA

This morning, drive south to Okayama and visit Koraku-en, one of the “Three Great Gardens of Japan.” The
30-acre garden features ponds, plum groves, and tea fields. The wide lawns, believed to uplift the spirit and
promote open mindedness, are unique to Koraku-en and not a traditional feature of Japanese gardens. In
Kurashiki, enjoy free time in the Bikan Historical Quarter, once the political and commercial center of the city.
The canal-lined, white-washed, stone streets reflect the Edo period (1603-1867) and are quintessentially
Japanese. Continue to Hiroshima.

Breakfast

8

HIROSHIMA

Today's full day sightseeing includes two UNESCO World Heritage Sites, Peace Memorial Park and
Itsukushima Shrine. Start at Peace Memorial Park where you'll visit the Peace Memorial, commonly referred
to as the Atomic Bomb Dome, that is preserved and is just as it was on August 6, 1945, immediately after the
bombing. You will also visit the Memorial Museum and Memorial Hall, which commemorate the lives lost
that day. Then, travel to Miyajima Island to visit Itsukushima Shrine, known for its beautiful floating Torii Gate.
Breakfast

9

HIROSHIMA-BIZEN-HIMEJI-KYOTO

Drive north to Bizen, where you'll visit a traditional pottery workshop to learn more about Bizen-yaki, one of
Japan's six ancient pottery styles dating back over 1,000 years. Stop in Himeji to visit Himeji Castle, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, and see the finest surviving example of early 17th-century Japanese castle architecture
that combines function with elegance. Continue to Kyoto. This evening, you may choose to stay in a
traditional Japanese ryokan (additional fee and pre-booking required).

Breakfast
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10

KYOTO

Your day begins with a visit to stunning Kinkakuji, the Temple of the Gold Pavilion, covered in shimmering
gold leaf. Walk through bustling Nishiki Market, a narrow, five block long shopping street lined by more than
one hundred shops and restaurants. Participate in a tea ceremony, time-honored tradition, and wonderfully
choreographed ritual of preparing and serving Japanese green tea. After lunch, visit Sanjusajendo Temple,
famous for its 1,001 statues of Kannon, the Buddhist goddess of mercy and Fushimi Inari Shrine, renowned
for the thousands of brightly hued Torii Gate. Then, take a walking tour through Gion, Kyoto's most famous
geisha district, and sample a local Japanese treat.

Breakfast

Lunch

11

KYOTO

Full day at leisure to explore more of Kyoto's historic sites and shrines.
Breakfast

12

KYOTO

Your tour ends with breakfast this morning.
Breakfast

ON REQUEST OTHER TOUR IN

CHINA
INDIA
NEPAL

SRI LANKA
LAOS
CAMBOGIA
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